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Recent Agency Focus

Regulations Geothermal AML Mining 



Regulations

In process of Updating Agency Regulations in response to changes in technology, better reporting, and streamlining regulations under 
EO 2023-003.

Executive Order 2023-003 - Regulations streamlined, clarified, reduced or otherwise improved. 

• NAC 519A.570 “Administration by Division; application for participation; waiver or exception from certain requirements.” 

• NAC 522.232 “Duties of Operator” 

• NAC 522.345 “Utilization of Gas” 

• NAC 534A.196 “Application for permit for injection well; operator required to obtain permit pursuant to Nevada Water Pollution Control Law before 
operating well.” 

• NAC 534A.205 “Location of well: Survey required; filing of certified plat of location.” 

• NAC 534A.310 “Taking of cuttings; submission to Bureau of Mines and Geology” 

• NAC 534A.560 “Maintenance of records by operator; authority of Division to require additional information and inspect records.” 

NAC 513 Commission on Mineral Resources; Division of Minerals 

• NAC 513.070 “Confidentiality of information.” 

• NAC 513.120 “Annual reports by operators.” 

NAC 534A Geothermal Resource 

• The Division of Minerals will conduct a workshop to solicit comments from interested persons on proposed changes to Chapter 534A of the Nevada 
Administrative Code revising regulations to the permitting, drilling, and operation of geothermal wells in relation to new geothermal technologies. 

A public workshop was held on August 26, 2025



Geothermal

• Updating NAC 534A to streamline regulations, update fees, and properly 
regulate Enhanced Geothermal

• Continued increase in permits compared to past 10 years
• 64 permitted wells in 2024.

• 2019-2023 average was 18
• Over 40 wells could be drilled 
in 2025

• 2019-2024 average was 12
• Does not include DMRE 



Geothermal

October 21, 2025 BLM Nevada 
Geothermal Lease Sale
• 113 parcels offered for 377,678 acres

• 86 parcels received bids for 280,558 
acres

• 22 bidders

• Highest bid per parcel $410
• Previous high bid in 2024 was $202

• Total receipts from October 21, 2025, 
sale: $9,446,442

• State FY 2025 Federal Mineral Leasing 
Act Revenue: $7,619,192



Federal OGG Leases



Nevada AML Update

• Finalized a new National AML Report
• A public resource
• A way to raise awareness
• A guide for policy makers
• A tool for AML advocacy
• New estimated hazards and costs across U.S.

• New Cooperative Agreement with NPS

• Increased grant funding with BLM & USFS

• Received 1st grant from OEPC

• Working towards having one of the first projects under 
the Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned 
Hardrock Mines Act of 2024.



AML



Mining

October 2024-2025
• World Gold Council averaged 2024 Gold price at $2,386/oz
• On October 17th, HSBC Bank forecasted the 2025 average gold price at $3,455/oz



Mining Claims, Notices, and Plans



Mining Claim History



Mining Gros Production Value



Mining
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Mining



Mining



Mining Method and Ownership
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Mining, Net Proceeds



Mining, Net Proceeds

2024 Annual Net Proceeds Tax Revenue

County Tax Revenue State Tax Revenue

$98,698,841 $92,100,984



Mining Jurisdiction Rankings

NEVADAFINLAND ALASKA



Mining Jurisdiction Rankings

Annual Survey of Mining Companies 2005-2024
U.S. Average Ranking for Investment Attractiveness Index

Year Nevada Arizona Alaska Utah Wyoming Montana Colorado Idaho
2024 2 5 3 11 4 25 32 21
2023 2 7 11 1 26 12 32 20
2022 1 7 11 17 18 5 28
2021 3 5 4 11 26 25 20 7
2020 1 2 5 25 26 33 13 9
2019 3 9 4 14 31 32 8
2018 1 8 5 7 26 31 35 16
2017 3 9 10 15 60 38 23 28
2016 4 7 14 11 23 35 46 12
2015 3 17 6 9 14 40 28 50
2014 1 13 12 18 7 33 39 11
2013 2 22 5 15 11 38 42 30
2012 3 26 6 14 7 34 32 31
2011 6 25 4 28 14 35 37 30
2010 2 22 6 12 15 50 41 40
2009 2 23 5 16 18 37 51 33
2008 3 27 17 11 2 52 38 36
2007 2 14 34 7 8 40 41 36
2006 3 19 24 4 16 33 31 23
2005 1 8 13 10 22 50 49 27

20-Year Average 2 14 10 13 18 35 33 25



Mining Jurisdiction Rankings

Annual Survey of Mining Companies 2005-2024
Canada Average Ranking for Investment Attractiveness Index

Year Manitoba Alberta British Columbia Saskatchewan Ontario Newfoundland Yukon
2024 26 27 13 7 15 8 24
2023 6 36 25 3 10 9 16
2022 14 24 15 3 12 4 20
2021 32 30 16 2 12 21 9
2020 37 22 17 3 20 8 18
2019 34 30 19 11 16 28 23
2018 12 51 51 3 10 11 9
2017 18 49 49 2 7 11 13
2016 2 47 47 1 18 16 15
2015 19 34 34 2 15 25 12
2014 5 28 28 2 23 8 6
2013 13 10 16 7 14 3 8
2012 19 18 21 8 9 16 1
2011 15 16 18 3 9 7 1
2010 10 21 24 1 9 13 5
2009 8 22 25 4 13 11 10
2008 8 4 24 9 10 5 15
2007 5 4 19 12 18 22 16
2006 1 2 30 10 20 22 11
2005 3 2 23 7 9 39 21

20-Year Average 14 24 26 5 13 14 13



Mining Jurisdiction Rankings

Annual Survey of Mining Companies 2005-2024
Canada Average Ranking for Investment Attractiveness Index

Year Finland Sweden Norway Western Australia Northern Territory Queensland South Australia Chile
2024 1 6 10 17 38 39 35 29
2023 17 18 37 5 8 13 19 38
2022 - - - 2 6 13 9 35
2021 13 17 52 1 14 18 10 31
2020 10 36 54 4 19 16 7 30
2019 2 - - 1 13 15 6 17
2018 17 21 53 2 23 13 24 6
2017 1 16 41 5 17 12 14 8
2016 5 8 37 3 20 10 13 39
2015 5 13 32 1 7 16 10 11
2014 3 17 43 4 31 22 16 9
2013 4 6 26 1 17 21 20 12
2012 2 5 25 4 22 23 17 15
2011 10 17 46 5 21 23 12 8
2010 8 11 49 7 29 26 18 4
2009 6 14 44 17 7 15 9 3
2008 14 13 19 21 20 25 16 7
2007 3 10 - 25 21 30 15 6
2006 29 26 - 18 15 8 5 27
2005 17 32 - 11 20 19 14 4

20-Year Average 9 16 38 8 18 19 14 17



Mining Jurisdiction Rankings

SASKATCHEWANNEVADA QUEBEC

Annual Survey of Mining Companies 2005-2024
20-Year Average of Annual Rankings for Investment 

Attractiveness Index – Overall Ranking

WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA FINLAND



New Mineral Processing

• Redwood Materials

• ABTC

• Comstock

• Aqua Metals

• Others

Photo from Redwood Materials Press Release: 

https://www.redwoodmaterials.com/news/sustainable-battery-materials-process/



Copper Report

Eight Sections of Focus
1. Worldwide Copper Output and Forecast
2. Nevada and Western US Geology/Resources
3. Technologies: Existing and Potential
4. Facility Siting Criteria and Permitting 

Requirements
5. Investment and Funding
6. Economics
7. Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 

Threats
8. Conclusion and Next steps



Copper Report

Highlights:
• Yes, there is enough mineral reserves in Nevada 

and surrounding states to support a regional 
processing facility. 
• Yerington alone holds over 20 million pounds of copper 

in Measured indicated and inferred resources.
• Yes, the current economics do support a regional 

processing facility, however with some Asian 
smelters are currently processing at a loss or even 
paying to smelt the copper, it does make it difficult 
to maintain a profitable toll processing facility. 
• For example, the Australian govt subsidies $400 million 

to Glencore's Mount Isa copper smelter to keep it 
operational. 

• Private Public Partnership would be key



Copper Report

Bottlenecks:
• Geographical Concentration
• Refining Capacity Constraints
• Aging Infrastructure & Declining Grades
• Environmental & Regulatory Delays
• Logistics & Transport
• Political & Social Risks
• Funding and Long-Term Investment



Copper Report

Siting Analysis for New Facility
Factored in:
• Rail mileage
• Population Density
• Air Basin
• Sage-Grouse
• Power Transmission
• Natural Gas



Mineral Right Reservations



Mining



Nevada Operations and Exploration

NDOM acknowledges that the projects listed above are not comprehensive of all Nevada operations and there are numerous projects missing. No preference is given to one site vs. another. 

Exploration Projects
• AGA - Arthur Project

• Nevada Lithium - Bonnie Claire

• 3PL – Railroad Valley

• ABTC – Tonopah Flats

• Guardian Metal Resources – Pilot 
Mtn & Tempiute

• Orla Mining - South Railroad Project

• Surge Battery Metals – Nevada North 
Project

• Headwater Gold and Hecla in Aurora 
district

• Blackrock Silver – Tonopah West

• Nevada King - Atlanta Project

Copper
• KGHM – Robinson

• NGM - Phoenix

• Hudbay - Mason

• Pathfinder - Tonopah

• Lion Copper/Rio Tinto - Yerington

• Southwest Critical Materials - Pumpkin 
Hollow

Geothermal
• Ormat Utilization – McGinness Hills, 

Crescent Valley,  San Emidio, Baltazor

• Ormat Resource Confirmation - Pinto, 
Diamond Flat, Buffalo Valley, McGee, 
Dixie Valley West

• Fervo - Corsac

Gold
• NGM - Goldrush 

• Barrick - Fourmile

• NGM - Twin Creeks / Turquoise 
Ridge

• Centerra Gold - Goldfield

• Solidus Resources - Spring Valley

• I-80 - Ruby Hill Complex

• Kinross – Round Mtn

Lithium
• Lithium Americas - Thacker Pass

• Ioneer - Rhyolite Ridge

• Albermarle - Clayton Valley

• SLB – Clayton Valley



Next Steps

• Successfully implement a Good Samaritan project
• Finish updating NAC 513, 519A, 522, and 534A; Start 534B
• Continue conversations on Copper and AML reports
• Continue to refine and update the Open Data site and all other mineral 

education materials
• Start planning for next session

• Any needed NRS changes
• Updating funding mechanisms
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